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VoDG Residents, 

Mayor  
Robert T. Barnett

 
MAYOR’S MESSAGE

In Downers Grove there’s just nothing like the Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony to kick off the holiday 
season. This year was no exception, as another record crowd came together on the day after  

Thanksgiving to celebrate in good cheer with 
family and friends. 

I think the reason this simple ceremony remains 
so popular is because much of it is made possible 
by the act of giving. For instance, this year’s 
tree was donated by the Caponigro Family of 
Downers Grove and decorated with over 1,000 
ornaments, handmade by friends and neighbors 
from across the Village. Members of the Downers 
Grove South Marching Mustangs and Downers 
Grove Choral Society graciously shared their musical 
talents.  

They volunteer and support the local organizations committed to sheltering and providing supportive 
services as well as meals and food supplies to people experiencing hunger and homelessness including: 
DuPage PADS, Midwest Shelter for Homeless Veterans, Alex’s Mission, Downers Grove Area FISH, 
West Suburban Community Pantry, People’s Resource Center, Hope’s Front Door, Catholic Charities 
and many other faith and community based service providers. 

There are literally hundreds of service providers working in and around our community and connecting 
those in need to the services available is our top priority.  Your Village now employs a full-time social 
worker who is ready to help with referrals for a variety of social services including, mental health, 
substance abuse, housing or homelessness, domestic violence, child/elder abuse, sexual abuse and 
more. If you or someone you know is in need we can help navigate the path toward help. Call (630) 
434-6894 or visit Social Services Referrals at www.downers.us.

Please continue to look for opportunities to help, volunteer and support the organizations working to 
serve our community.  I wish you a very Happy Holiday season and a healthy and prosperous New 
Year. 

Generosity is practiced throughout 
the Village all year long and as Mayor, 
I’m fortunate to get to meet many of 

the people dedicated to serving  
the community. 
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Civic Center Progress

Construction is well underway on the Downers Grove 
Civic Center Project. When complete, this will be the 
new home of Village Hall, the Police Department and 
the administrative offices of Downers Grove Grade 
School District 58. 

Located on the west side of the Civic Center property, 
this combined facility will provide modern work 
spaces that will allow for efficient and effective 
interactions between employees and with customers. 
Plans include shared spaces for a variety of public 
meetings and community activities, including a 
multipurpose Council Chambers. 

The new facility is expected to be substantially 
complete by early 2024. More details and updates  
are available at downers.us. 

FOUNDATION EXCAVATION LOOKING EAST. 

POURING CONCRETE FOOTINGS FOR A 
PORTION OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

CONSTRUCTING THE FORM FOR A 
FOUNDATION WALL. 



Preserving 
History:  
1324 Maple Ave. 

The Century of Progress house is a Georgian 
style home located at 1324 Maple Ave. The 
two-story home was constructed in 1936 as 
part of a national architectural competition 
sponsored by General Electric, showcasing 
new innovations in home construction.  

These “New American” homes featured 
modern design, an open floorplan, and 
advanced appliances for contemporary and 
higher living standards. 

The exterior white brick, concrete block and 
copper gutters are original to the home. While 
the roof has been replaced over the years, the 
gabled slate tile is true to the original form.

The house was constructed by J.T. Schless 
Construction Company, the same builder 
responsible for the Tivoli Theatre. In addition 
to this historic home, the company built a 
number of homes for Chicago’s 1933 Century 
of Progress Exposition. 

The Century of Progress house has been 
owned by seven different families over 87 
years. One owner of particular distinction 
is Dr. William P. Jesse, who owned the 
home from 1950 to 1974. Dr. Jesse was 
a research scientist at the University of 
Chicago’s Metallurgical Laboratory during 
the Manhattan Project. He eventually moved 
on to the Argonne National Laboratory where 
he began making accurate measures of W, the 
energy required to produce an ion pair. He was 
a pioneer in the field of physics, and a result of 
his research is known as the “Jesse Effect and 
Related Phenomena.”

If you are interested in landmarking your 
home, please contact the Community 
Development Department at 630.434.5515. 
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Temporary Ice Skating Rinks
During this winter season, we expect many 
residents will want to enjoy the outdoors, 
whether it is building a snowman, sledding 
at one of our award winning parks or 
maybe you just want to play a little ice 
hockey in your backyard.  

While a permit is not required for a 
temporary ice skating rink, the Village does 
have certain requirements in place if you 
decide to build a temporary ice rink on 
your property. 

Location - Temporary ice rinks are not allowed to be located in the front of your 
property. Per the zoning ordinance, temporary ice rinks are classified as a sports court.  
The rink and any accessory lighting must be setback a minimum of 5 feet in the R-4 
zoning district and 6 feet in all other zoning districts.

Lighting - All outdoor lighting must be directed, shaded, shielded, or otherwise located 
and designed to minimize perceived glare on adjacent properties and streets.

Electrical Connections -  As with holiday lights (which are exempt from permit), 
any electrical connection must be rated for outdoor use and GFCI protected.  

The temporary ice skating rink itself is exempt from a permit. However if a warming 
shelter is provided that is larger than 100sf or 10’ in height a permit may be needed. 
If you have any additional questions, feel free to contact the Community Development 
Department at 630.434.5515.

Not sure what your zoning is?  Visit Interactive Maps on our website,  
choose Parcel Navigator and enter your address to find your zoning. 

When faced with a crisis, people often recognize 
that professional help is needed, but may not know 
where to find services to meet their needs. The 
Village connects people in need of service with 
agencies that provide social services. These services 
include mental health, substance abuse, housing or 
homelessness, domestic violence, child/elder abuse, 
or sexual abuse. 

Our full-time Social Worker can help those in need of referrals navigate the various 
resources available. Heather Lippe has a Master’s in Social Work from the University of 
St. Francis, Joliet, and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Benedictine University, 
Lisle. Your requests, inquiries and referrals will be kept confidential. She can be reached 
at 630.434.6894 or hlippe@downers.us.

For more information visit Social Services Referrals at downers.us.

Social Services Referrals
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Safety at Home
• Always lock your home anytime you leave and keep the 

blinds closed so expensive items are not a temptation. 
• Lock your vehicle, even when it is in your driveway, and 

remove all valuables.
• Practice the 9 p.m. Routine. 

Don’t Let a Grinch Steal Your Holiday

‘Tis the season for shopping, 
whether online or out in the 
crowd. 
Here’s some tips to keep in mind all year 
round, but especially during the holidays 
when thieves are looking for easy targets.

Shopping Safety
• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. 

Use a single credit card or checks 
whenever possible.

• If you carry a purse, keep it close to 
your body, zipped, and in front of you. 
NEVER LEAVE IT  UNATTENDED 
IN A SHOPPING CART! 

• Walk with confidence. A criminal  
will target someone who looks 
distracted, especially if they are on  
their cell phone.

• Try not to carry numerous large 
packages. You will not be able to easily 
keep track of your purse or wallet.

• Park your car in a well-lit parking lot 
and walk to the car with your keys  
in hand.

• Keep valuables out of sight.  
Do not leave any valuables in your 
vehicle in plain sight. Thieves will not 
hesitate to smash a window to get to 
something they want, no matter how 
trivial. Put your new purchases in the 
trunk of the vehicle. 
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Keep the Wreaths Red
Wreaths with red bulbs are displayed at each of the Village’s fire 
stations through January 1. 

If a holiday-related fire occurs during this time, one of the red lights 
in each station’s wreath will be changed to white.

The Downers Grove Fire Department asks that residents do their  
part to practice fire safety during the holiday months with the 
following tips:

Around the Home
• Make sure you have a working smoke and carbon monoxide 

alarm on each level of the home, especially outside the  
sleeping areas.

• Electrical cords should not be run under rugs or past doorways.

• Use power strips in place of extension cords.

• Never leave candles unattended. If you are having a party, 
candles should only be lit in the attended rooms. 

•  Fireplaces should be cleaned annually, if used on a regular basis. 
Do not burn any foreign objects in fireplaces. A fireplace screen 
should always be in use.

Trees and Lights
•  Do not allow trees to block any exit paths in the home.

•  Live trees should be kept at least three feet from any heat 
source.

•  Check the water level daily on live trees. All live trees and 
boughs should be disposed of immediately after the holiday, 
before they dry out.

• No more than three strings of lights should be connected 
together for use on trees.

•  Make sure outdoor decorations and lights are approved for 
outdoor use.

To Salt or Not to Salt? 
Winter is upon us and that means cold weather, snow and ice. When treating ice, please keep in mind that salt eventually ends up in our 
waterways as a pollutant, adversely affecting plants, animals and fish. Here are some facts to consider:  

• Sodium Chloride (table or rock salt) lowers the freezing point of water, forcing ice to melt. It is inexpensive and effective  
in temperatures to around 15 degrees Fahrenheit. It is also highly corrosive and will damage metals and concrete with  
repeated exposure.  

• Calcium Chloride generates heat while melting ice, making it effective down to minus 25 degrees Fahrenheit. It works faster, but is 
more expensive than sodium chloride. 

•  Chemicals claiming to be environmentally, pet, and family friendly include Magnesium Chloride, Calcium Magnesium Acetate 
(CMA), Potassium Chloride, Potassium Acetate, and beet juice. Some of these act as a salt substitute while others amplify salt’s 
effect, reducing the amount of salt needed to do the job. These products also tend to be the most expensive options.

• While sand does not melt ice, it can provide traction for vehicles and pedestrians. 

Tips for Application 

•   Apply a thin layer of de-icer just before a storm. This keeps ice and snow from bonding to surfaces, allowing it to be removed  
    more easily.  This method is used on Village streets to reduce the amount of salt used.

• Sweep up any excess de-icer to use it for the next storm. 

•   Whatever de-icer you choose, use as little as possible.

For more helpful tips, visit the Love Blue, Live Green page on YouTube.
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SNIPPETS
PLUGGIE’S PALS 

Our fire hydrants could be buried by snow this winter! Firefighters need immediate access to the hydrants to be able 
to get plenty of water on a fire quickly. It takes firefighters extra minutes to shovel the hydrants out of the snow and 
chip ice away from the ports. During this time the fire continues to grow at a very significant rate. Your child can help  
the firefighters by taking care of the hydrant near your home. Scout troops can handle an entire block or the hydrant in 
front of their school.  
 
Sign up for the Pluggie’s Pals Program by visiting the Village website at downers.us. Use the search term  
Pluggie’s Pals.  Questions about the program can be directed to Gina Barr at gbarr@downers.us.

HOLIDAY GARBAGE COLLECTION
Due to the Christmas and New Year’s Day holidays, garbage collection will be delayed by one day the week of December 26 , 2022 and  
the week of January 2, 2023. 

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
Most Village offices will be closed on December 23 and 26, 2022, and on January 2, 2023.

COAT DRIVE 
Through December 30, 2022, the Village will be collecting GENTLY USED coats and winter accessories for all ages. Drop boxes are located  
at Public Works, 5101 Walnut Avenue and Fire Station 2, 5420 Main Street. 

LIVE CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION
Free collection of live Christmas trees, only, will be offered by Republic Services January 3 - 13, 2023. Trees must be free of tinsel, ornaments 
and hooks and should not be placed in bags. Wreaths are not included in this pickup. 

HOLIDAY LIGHT RECYCLING
Recycle unwanted or broken holiday lights instead of throwing them away. Residents may drop off lights at Public Works, 5101 Walnut Avenue 
or Fire Station 2, 5420 Main St., during business hours through February 10, 2023.

MAKE A DATE ON THE VILLAGE CALENDAR
The Village is accepting event information from DuPage County non-profit organizations to be posted on the Events Calendar on the Village 
website. Questions and event information may be forwarded to events@downers.us. 


